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Alentejo/Europe Initiative 
 

Alentejo flag has been flying in Brussels since 2019, with a clear objective: to reduce the 

distance between Europe and Alentejo. 

 

Alentejo European office, born under the initiative Alentejo Europe, a consortium 

between ADRAL (Agência de Desenvolvimento Regional do Alentejo) and IrRADIARE 

Science for Evolution (European affair Bureau) with the support of CCDR Alentejo 

(Comissão de Coordenação e Desenvolvimento Regional do Alentejo (CCDR). During 

the two-year of representation, the EU office has promoted Alentejo as a territory able 

and capable to cooperate and to share/receive know-how for enhancing the 

transition towards a new paradigm of green, digital and inclusive development. 

Alentejo Representation as many as of the others Regions and the Autonomous 

Provinces in Brussels acts as a “bridge” between the European Institutions and the local 

territory. The European representation office share in fact the goal of supporting 

regional actors in meeting the challenges that arise in the European context.  

During the year 2020, the year of the pandemic, Alentejo Permanent Representation 

was forced to make use of the tools of streaming and videoconferencing, yet this has 

showed to be effective tools to broaden the public of initiatives and bring the European 

level even closer to the territorial one. Despite the COVID-19 Pandemic, 2020 was an 

important year for Alentejo European Office. The normal planned activities such as 

interregional collaboration, political dialogue and project development remained the 

most important parts of ALENTEJO EU’s office work over the year. Among the main 

activities, the office has supported the organization of several presential and 

institutional meetings between public administrations, local stakeholders and 

representatives of the European institutions; it has actively participated in the European  

Thematic Networks for enhancing interregional cooperation opportunities; it has 

disseminated relevant information’s, involved local stakeholders in open European 

consultations, it has constantly monitored the publication of European calls for tenders in 

different sectors. Finally, it has provided technical assistance in projects proposal 

preparation involving several local actors in international project consortiums.  
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Strategic Workstream  
 

The Alentejo Europe Initiative in the 20202 year was particularly committed to promote 

and disseminate best practices coming from Alentejo improving the visibility and the 

networking opportunities for the interregional cooperation. 2020’s strategic workstream 

are based on transversal objectives: 
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Initiatives  
 

With a tailored focus on the European-driven priorities, the activities carry out during the 

year, have been following several thematic such us the Green Deal, the Blue Growth, the 

Smart Rural Communities, and the Clean Hydrogen. This thematic Initiatives are below 

briefly described:  

Local Strategy for the Green Deal: The Alentejo Green Deal 

Initiative 

The 2020 has been the year of the most ambitus European Climate Strategy, the Green 

Deal. The European Green Deal is new sustainable growth strategy for the EU aimed at 

delineating the path for transforming the EU’s economy for a sustainable future. The 

Green Deals work through a framework of regulation and legislation setting clear 

overarching targets – a bloc-wide goal of net zero carbon emissions by 2050, and a 50%-

55% cut in emissions by 2030 (compared with 1990 levels) are supposed to be at the core 

– alongside incentives to encourage private sector investment, with action plans for key 

sectors and goals such as halting species loss, cutting waste and better use of natural 

resources.  

 

On June 2002 the European Committee of the Regions launches a new working group to 

ensure that cities and regions can bring the European Green Deal off the ground with 

concrete projects and direct funding to local and regional authorities. The objective is 

that EU cities and regions are directly involved in the definition, implementation and 

assessment of the numerous initiatives under the European Green Deal, the EU's 

sustainable growth strategy to reach climate-neutrality by 2050.   

https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/communication-european-green-deal_en
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Within this context, Alentejo Green Deal Initiative has been developed as tool for 

potentially continuing the extremely positive growth of the regional economy and socio-

economic development and ensure a fair and prosperous society, with a modern, 

resource-efficient and competitive economy where there are no net emissions of 

greenhouse gases in 2050 and where economic growth is decoupled from resource use. 

Bearing in mind that a successful implementation of the Green Deal can only be 

achieved if European Regions develop and implement place-based Alentejo Green 

Deal Initiative aims to implement the strategic priorities of the Alentejo Smart 

Specialisation Strategy and the ambition for Alentejo Climate Potential for 2030 and 2050, 

though the mobilisation of research and innovation, in the region, to foster a just and 

sustainable societal transition aiming at ‘leaving nobody behind’. The Alentejo Regional 

Green Deal Initiative has been developed to guarantee that the region is directly 

involved in the implementation of the many initiatives under the EU Green Deal by means 

of a clear local strategy. The strategy, based on the main SP3 pillars, is founded on the 

use of R&I to kick-start the environmental, social and economic transformations required 

for a green transition. This initiative was launched during the side-event of the European 

Week of the Regions and Cities 2020 with the participation of key local and European  

Stakeholders. 
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Smart Villages & Alentejo Vision on Smart Rural Communities 

Initiative 

While the rural region plays a significant role in the security of Europe as a provider of 

agricultural products for the food industry, biodiversity conservation, nature restoration, 

and clean energy production, it remains representative of poor quality of life, 

vulnerability, and disparities. European rural areas are facing several challenges, but they 

are the ones that can provide a sustainable entry point to identifying appropriate ways 

to overcome them, enabling rural communities to deepen and extend the transition 

towards more sustainable development. The recent technologies and human 

capabilities addressing rural challenges will be the opportunity for a rural renaissance. 

Among the European challenges and drivers for changes in a rural area, there is a  lack 

of digital infrastructure, poverty and social exclusion, rural population shrinkage, and 

environmental pressure.  

In this framework, the Smart 

Villages is a relatively new concept 

within the EU policy framework. 

The Smart Villages concept is the 

new European paradigm for 

sustainable rural development. 

According to the most recent Pilot 

Project on Smart Eco-social 

villages (2019), “Smart Villages are 

communities in rural areas that use 

innovative solutions to improve 

their resilience and build on local 

strengths and opportunities. They rely on a participatory approach to develop and 

implement their strategy to improve their economic social and/or environmental 

conditions by mobilizing solutions offered by digital technologies.”  Given this European 

policy framework, and given the fact that Alentejo is facing several rural development 

challenges, the Alentejo Representation has developed a tailored made approach to 

applying the Smart Villages concept in the Alentejo region. The latter was produced 

thanks to the participation in European Rural Development thematic events, to the 

development of policy analysis and researchers. The Alentejo vision on Smart rural 

communities was a key topic discussed during the cooperation opportunities exchanges 

with Brussels-based actors. Finally, the concept was embedded in the H2020-AURORAL 

project, led by the Alentejo region.  
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Culture and Creative Sectors Initiative 

Alentejo EU office has put a lot of emphasis on 

supervising and identifying the European 

opportunities for fostering Alentejo dimension of 

cultural and creative sector. Alentejo is shaped by 

nature and tradition, as well as, stunning 

architecture, study castles and ancient villages, 

good gastronomy, and wine. With this mix of 

wonderful things, this region and its natural, cultural, 

and environmental capitals must be protected and 

make accessible to improve people’s quality of life 

with these extraordinary assets. Alentejo Permanent 

Representation to the EU has worked and 

represented Alentejo as a pioneer European region 

that exploits culture-capital as the main catalyzer for 

sustainable regional rural development. 

The enhancement of creative and cultural sectors 

may have a positive impact on improving rural areas and the quality of life of people 

living there. However, cultural and creative sectors are usually less accessible to rural 

communities. The development of the "cultural regional ecosystem" open to Europe 

generates three main positive effects: economic development, social inclusion, and 

preservation of local tradition. Festivals, art exhibitions, and local workshops can be a 

means to attract tourism and creative tool to keep local traditions alive, inspiring 

moments to increase the human quality of life, as well as an economic resource in many 

rural areas. Festivals related to ancient local traditions and products, open -air art 

exhibitions, and landscape museums are continuously growing and represent an 

important source of tourism and job creation. For this reason, Alentejo has promoted a 

vision for its regional cultural ecosystem to flourish. This ecosystem aims at setting a 

network (Our Future Europe Network) to exploit culture-capital as the main catalyzer for 

sustainable regional rural development. 
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Blue Growth Initiative  

Alentejo is the Portuguese largest coastal region and one of the best-preserved 

European shores. Accordingly, the European Cooperation for Maritime Affairs has been 

a key priority during the 2020. The key focus, following the most recent European policies 

and initiative was the promotion of the Blue Economy paradigm. The EU’s Blue Economy 

encompasses all the economic activities related to oceans, it is a fast-moving sector 

producing a lot of jobs and allowing synergies with other sectors. Ttherefore, Alentejo 

Europe Office operates within the Maritime Affairs in networking, cooperation and 

governance actions. As an example, Alentejo is an active member of the Conference 

of Peripheral Maritime Regions, with special interest in Atlantic Arc Commission activities, 

and is actively following ERRIN’s Blue Growth Working Group. Moreover, in the framework 

of transnational cooperation, Alentejo Brussels representation strongly considers that 

cooperation between regions can bring higher added value than facing the challenges 

at hand alone. 

   

In line with this vision, last May 2020, the Alentejo Brussels Representation prepared a 

strategy for the open debate on Maritime Cooperation together with other Brussels 

based regional representations in order to debate regional common challenges towards 

the development of Blue Economy in the European areas. In this context, the Maritime 

Cooperation Open Agenda identifies common challenges, common vision, and 

recommended policies for the enhancement of Blue Economy in the European Union, 

the main “intervention areas” addressed by the agenda are: Maritime transport; 

Maritime resources; Maritime energy; Maritime climate; Maritime Surveillance; Maritime 

tourism; Maritime Skills; Maritime of awareness; Maritime Heritage.  
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Green Hydrogen Initiative 

The European Commission adopted on 8 June 2020 a new dedicated strategy on 

Hydrogen in Europe. The new hydrogen strategy will explore the potential of clean 

hydrogen to help the process of decarbonizing the EU economy in a cost-effective way, 

in line with the 2050 climate-neutrality goal, set out in the European Green Deal. The EU 

Hydrogen Strategy will give a boost to clean hydrogen production in Europe. Hydrogen  

can be used as a feedstock, a fuel or an energy carrier and storage, and has many 

possible applications which would reduce greenhouse gas emissions across industry, 

transport, power and buildings sectors. The Commission’s economic recovery plan ‘Next 

Generation EU’ highlights hydrogen as an investment priority to boost economic growth 

and resilience, create local jobs and consolidate the EU’s global leadership.  

 

In this context, Alentejo is positioning as testbeds for green Hydrogen deployment 

projects, by participating in main Brussels based fora and Network relating to Green 

Hydrogen. As an example, Alentejo has participated in the European Hydrogen Valleys 

Partnership (EHVP). The EHVP is one of the Industrial Modernisation thematic partnerships 

validated and supported by DG Regio and DG GROW that aims to implement concrete 

interregional cooperation and co-investment projects. In this partnership Alentejo was an 

active member of the Working group for Hydrogen ports and boats.  

  

Hydrogen 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en
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Eubylakes 

Open-Air University for the Europe of the Future - Europe for Citizens 

EUbyLakes is a space to discuss on the Europe of 

the future freely. The idea follows the EC Summer 

School (SummerCEmp) organised in Reguengos 

de Monsaraz, on August 2019, with an audience 

of 40 students and 40 speakers, among whom 2 

European Commissioners, 2 ministers, 2 MEP and 

other top officials. EUbyLakes capitalise on its 

success factors and continue the conversation 

across the Union, designing a talking path 

divided into six Modules and a final Lakathon. The 

firsts three Modules examines the pillars of future 

Europe: Cohesion, Democracy, Equality. The 

seconds move on analysing the drivers of its 

sustainability: Climate Neutrality, Biodiversity, Digital Innovation. The last event is the 

Lakathon, a creative marathon to wrap-up the Modules learnings and to develop new 

ideas to shape the Europe of the Future. The Open-Air University set near six of the most 

beautiful European lakes: it starts alongside Alqueva (PT), goes to Santillana (ES), 

Aiguebelette (FR), Iseo (IT), Kerkini (EL) and Saimaa (FI) and ends back in  Portugal. Each 

Module is a five-day retreat that involves 65 participants among local stakeholders, artists, 

authors and citizens selected with a call-for-participants open to all people. The selection 

criteria create a highly diverse group of participants, involving people from +7 countries 

and ensuring distinct perspectives join in into the debate. Along with the Modules, 

technical meetings among project partner, organisers and staff monitor, collect and 

select lessons learned and best practices to define practical guidelines promoting 

EUbyLakes as a model for future open-air debate initiatives. With lakesides background 

and contact with nature, informal learning activities and participant-led conversations, 

EUbyLakes (1) promotes forward-looking discussions on the future of Europe (2) increases 

participants’ knowledge and understanding of EU, (3) contributes to citizens’ awareness 

of EU, (4) establishes a permanent Open-Air University by Lakes. 

  



 

15 | 80 

Aquacombine  

Integrated on-farm aquaponics systems for co-production of fish, halophyte 

vegetables, bioactive compounds, and bioenergy, Horizon 2020 2019-2023 

 

 

ABSTRACT:  

The AQUA-COMBINE project aims to demonstrate combined aquaculture and halophyte 

farming using the principles of circular economy, where waste and residues are utilised 

with-in the system to create both internal value and new products. Excess nutrients from 

the fish production will be used as fertiliser for halophyte plants and filtered through a 

microbial water treatment system to enable recirculation of the water back into the 

aquaculture tanks (Recirculating aquaculture system). This aquaponics system is very 

flexible and can be adapted to a wide variety of locations including rural and remote 

areas and outermost regions of the EU. 

Halophyte plants such as Salicornia europaea have the ability to grown in saline soils 

(marginal land) and/or be irrigated with seawater. The green tips of Salicornia is sold as 

food, while the woody part is considered a residue. However, this residue biomass is rich 

in valuable bio-active molecules that can be extracted using simple and affordable 

processing. These compounds include hydroxycinnamic acids (strong anti-inflammatory, 

and anti-oxidant), high quality protein, omega 3 and 6 fatty acids, carotenoids, and 

chlorophyll. The fiber fraction left after extraction is pure, low recalcitrant lignocellulose 

which can be used to produce bioenergy (with low energy input), or separated into high 

value xylooligosaccharides (prebiotics) and charcoal from lignin. 

 

THE PARTNERSHIP:  

AQUACOMBINE (Integrated on-farm Aquaponics systems for co-production of fish, 

halophyte vegetables, bioactive compounds, and bioenergy) is a consortium of 17 

European partners coordinated by Aalborg University. The project started in October 

2019 and will run for four years. 
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EXPECTED IMPACT:  

The valorization of halophyte biomass can range from simple “cheap” conversion - 

yielding medium value products - to more sophisticated conversion - yielding very high 

value products. The AQUA-COMBINE project will demonstrate combined, synergistic, 

production of fish, food, botanical extracts, feed protein, and biogas and investigate 

further valorization of halophyte fractions by upgrading to pure high value bioactive 

compounds and formulation of bioactive products (functional feed, functional food, 

and cosmetic products). 
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CHARTER 

Cultural heritage actions to refine training, education and roles Erasmus + 

 

 

ABSTRACT: 

The CHARTER project will create a lasting, comprehensive sectoral skills strategy to ensure 

Europe has the necessary cultural heritage skills to support sustainable societies and 

economies. The project will use strategic collaboration and innovative methodologies to 

bridge the gaps between educational and occupational systems and employer needs, 

to reduce skills shortages, gaps and mismatches, and overcome the paucity of cultural 

heritage statistical data.  

 

THE PARTNERSHIP:  

The project’s 21 full members -plus its 7 affiliate partners- from 14 EU states are leading 

academic/training, employer and policy stakeholders in the European cultural heritage 

sector.  

 

EXPECTED IMPACT:  

The project will collect strategic data on the five knowledge areas of the call to identify 

core and transversal competences, including digital, technological and green 

adaptation skills. It will research existing programmers’, identify gaps and propose 

capacity-building models and mechanisms for formal education and training (using the 
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EQF and EQAVET frameworks), nonformal and informal learning, and professional 

mobility. It will carry out regional pilots to test and validate these approaches.  

It will analyse sectoral dynamics and map stakeholders. It will propose occupational task 

descriptors for occupational and economic frameworks. CHARTER will build a durable 

cultural heritage skills alliance in Europe by mainstreaming the project’s methodologies, 

outputs and outcomes, maximizing their impact and creating multiplier effects at the 

European, national and regional levels, to enable Europe to sustainably protect, promote 

and enhance its tangible and intangible cultural heritage. 
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AURORAL 

Architecture for Unified Regional and Open digital ecosystems for Smart 

Communities and wider Rural Areas Large scale application-H2020 

 

 

ABSTRACT: 

For rural communities, smart solutions have the potential to improve lives and protect 

environment, in the immediate as well as the long-term. Designing a digital environment 

based on openness, interoperability and decentralisation, AURORAL aims to contribute 

to creating the more appropriate solutions to support the smart communities' 

development. AURORAL focuses on delivering an “Interoperable Data Brokerage 

Middleware” as a common framework to integrate existing and new smart products and 

services in a user-friendly interface. By up-taking tested open-source tools, AURORAL 

promotes a semantic and interoperability model that facilitates the exchange of 

products and services within rural marketplaces and with urban markets.The AURORAL 

innovation is demonstrated at large-scale, divided into targeted-domain and cross-

domain pilots. The firsts (use cases) focus on a specific sector to reach higher readiness 

levels of targeted smart solutions. The seconds (demonstrators) applies a cross-domains 

approach, using the AURORAL "Interoperable Data Brokerage Middleware" to integrate 

and implement those targeted solutions.  
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THE PARTNERSHIP:  

The AURORAL partnership includes 25 entities from 11 European Countries, selected for 

their expertise and complementarity. They identified five use cases' domains (Farming, 

Energy, Mobility, Health, Tourism) and five demonstrators’ regions: Alentejo (PT), Penedès 

(ES), Piedmont (IT), Burgenland (AT), Arctic Circle (NO).  

 

IMPLEMENTATION PHASE:  

During the project implementation, AURORAL opens to, and encourages, developers, 

researchers, companies, authorities and end-users in adopting, contributing, scaling and 

replicating the proposed smart solutions, under a co-design and co-development 

approach, to promote their market uptake in rural and urban areas across Europe. 

Increasing interoperability and delivering a common platform, AURORAL will enable 

communities to succeed in innovation and smart transformation that will bring them long-

lasting social, environmental and economic 
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Meetings  
 

3rd January: Presentation of RegHub in Evora  

Alentejo is part of the ReghHub. the Network of Regional Hubs for EU Policy 

Implementation Review. Local and regional authorities are at the forefront of 

implementing EU policy. RegHub is a platform which aims to involve key local and regional 

actors through effective consultations in order to collect their experiences on EU policy 

implementation. This way the EU institutions will benefit from their invaluable input by 

producing more efficient policies and ultimately bringing the Union closer to its citizens. 

The network and its activities were presented to local stakeholders to engage them in the 

participation of the network. The meeting took place in the headquarters of the Regional 

Health Administration.   
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14th January: Civitas Portis Meeting  

The 14th of January took place a Bilateral online meeting with EC Policy Officers taking 

care of the European Civitas Portis Programmes. The programme aim is to improve 

governance for an enhanced cooperation between cities and ports.  

 

 

 

 

 

22nd January: Thematic Group Meeting on Smart Villages 

Organized by the ENRD-European Network of Rural Development, the tenth meeting of 

the Thematic Group (TG) brought together 49 stakeholders from 20 Member States (MS) 

to consider how Smart Villages can support a transition to a low carbon economy in rural 

areas. 
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28th &29th January: Stakeholders Meeting in Brussels  

The Institute of Portalegre visited the Alentejo Permanent Representation, who has 

arranged two days agendas with International partners meetings. 

  

 

 

29th January: ENRD-European Network of Rural Development   

Debating Bioeconomy and Climate Action in Rural Areas with our counterparts from 

European Network of Rural Development. 
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30th January: Planification of the EU Regions Week 2021! 

Glad of debating with the @EU_Commission and @EU_CoR and our regional counterparts, 

partners and colleagues the new guidelines for #EURegionsWeek 2021! 

 

 

  

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/euregionsweek?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXXjQ-ARUFRhCDMroWEn5kcNUWnN16GvNXQ8eREovYbXDDzjAqWBG7jzaa1XDthojDRu-zcuJu-7mzNfTJ1gLV32vyFWZKUy7MXtQuHzCUFIb29WLRzQ6cPNtpVXdOqohMDMkcIoLb2MI4nHHogqMfN&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/euregionsweek?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXXjQ-ARUFRhCDMroWEn5kcNUWnN16GvNXQ8eREovYbXDDzjAqWBG7jzaa1XDthojDRu-zcuJu-7mzNfTJ1gLV32vyFWZKUy7MXtQuHzCUFIb29WLRzQ6cPNtpVXdOqohMDMkcIoLb2MI4nHHogqMfN&__tn__=*NK-R
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3rd February: Frist Annual Assembly Blue Growth Community  

Participation in the first Annual Assembly Blue Growth Community project. Alentejo 

Regional initiatives under the scope of the blue growth have been presented. The Blue 

Growth Interreg MED Horizontal Project assists and coordinates the Modular/Integrated 

Interreg MED projects dealing with Blue Growth issues in the Mediterranean area, in their 

communication and capitalization activities, creating and ensuring internal(inter-

community) and external synergies, knowledge sharing, transfer and capitalization for 

policy-making project recommendations take-on by key stakeholders (projects, SMEs, 

decision-makers, technicians, researchers, etc.)." 
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14th February: Stakeholders Meeting  

Consultation with stakeholder on Alentejo’s European priorities, Évora. Alentejo Europe 

priorities for 2020 were presented and debated with local stakeholder’s during a very 

productive session in the capital of Évora. 
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25th February: RICC Regional Initiative for Culture and Creative 

Networks 

Online-Meeting with RICC Regional Initiative for Culture and Creative Networks. Regional 

Representatives debated key policies and initiative to foster the Regional cultural 

ecosystem together with a representative of UNESCO. 
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30th February: CPMR Atlantic Arc meeting 

Atlantic Europe gets even more cooperative, united and innovative! The event was kindly 

hosted by Basque Country Representation for kindly hosting.  

 

 

 

 

3rd March: Fourth Workshop RegHub Committee of the Regions 

The focus of the workshop was based on better regulation and the cross-border 

healthcare consultation, as well as the upcoming state aid consultation. During the 

second day took place an intensive discussion about the way ahead and RegHub 2.0. 

Thanks to the delegation of Catalonia to the EU, we will have the opportunity to discuss 

the future of our network in the Catalonian Delegation offices. 
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3th & 4th March: Mission in Brussel for the President of ADRAL  

AGENDA 

Reception Reg-Hub 

Meeting with Commissioner Ferreira’s Cabinet 

Covenant of Mayors Ceremony: signature, picture, statement 

EU Covenant of Mayors Ceremony - European Parliament Hemicycle 

EGTC for Lake Conference-Call 

EU Covenant of Mayors Ceremony - European Parliament Hemicycle 

Climate Pact Announcement - European Parliament Hemicycle 
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5th March: IGLO-INFORMAL GROUP OF RTD LIASON OFFICES 

 

IGLO-Africa Europe, Innovation Partnership as Emerging Valley. This working group 

meeting was based on the latest developments on EU-Africa international cooperation in 

science, research and innovation.  

 

 

4th of April: Hydrogen Valley Meeting 

<<Ports and maritime hydrogen ecosystems>>Common objective to define and develop 

a collaborative project with European added value on the topic H2 port ecosystem in 

Europe among partners and regions and their regional stakeholders.  
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29th April: Webinar with Alentejo Stakeholders  

Working with Alentejo Regional Stakeholders working group focused on agriculture. Key 

Tpics: Farm to Fork Strategy and routes, cooperation with others European regions sharing 

challenges and ambitions.  
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7th April: ERRIN WG Innovation and investments 

This policy meeting provided an update on the development of European Partnerships. 

The governance of the partnerships, the development of the Strategic Research and 

Innovation Agendas was addressed, timeline for consultations and input as well as 

synergies with other programmes and initiatives. 
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06th May: ERRIN Financing the green transition: the role of regions 

Significant investments from both the public and the private sectors will be necessary 

within the European Union for it to become the first climate-neutral continent in the world 

by 2050. With over 50% of public investments done at the subnational level (OECD, 2016), 

the role of regions in financing the green transition will be crucial. The programme of the 

event is based on the Sustainable Europe Investment Plan and features a briefing on 

different initiatives aiming at mobilising public investment and help to unlock private 

funds through EU financial instruments. It will focus on the InvestEU and support from the 

European Investment Bank, the Just Transition Mechanism and the Innovation Fund. 

Where the investment come form: EU Budget (ERDF-CAP-HORIZION EUROPE-Life-

CONNECTING Europe).  

 

  

EU BUDGET 

EUR 503 Billion + 114 Billion 
(triggered national co-funding) 

•Cohesion Fund and ERDF (more 
than 30% of total envelope)

•CAP (40% envelope)

•Horizon Europe (35% of budget) 

•LIFE (more than 60% evelope)

•Social fund (upskilling an reskilling 
5 million of people) 

InvestEU

Leverage

EUR 279 trillion

•at least 30% for climate 
investement 

Just Transition meccanism

EUR 143 billion  

•just transition fund 

•InvestEU just transition scheme 

•Public sector loan facility 

ETS allocations EUR 25 billion 

•innovation Fund 

•modernisation Fund 
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20th May: Atlantic Corridor 

Atlantic Corridor links Alentejo to the EU. High-speed rail, interop. and shortsea shipping. 

Thanks to the European commission and the Ten Atlantic for the fruitful interchange. 

  

 

22nd June: ERRIN Smart Specialisation for economic recovery at 

the local and regional level  

Productive discussion on the need for more synergies and renewed focus on cooperation 

and innovation in regional smart specialisation strategy post -pandemic.  
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25th May: ERRIN WG Smart Cities 

This meeting was mainly focused on the Programme “Positive Energy Districts and 

Neighbourhoods for Sustainable Urban Development” aims to support the planning, 

deployment and replication of 100 Positive Energy Neighbourhoods by 2025 and is joined 

by 20 EU member states. The Programme will be conducted by JPI Urban Europe, and 

involves stakeholders from R&I funding networks, cities, industry, research organisations 

and citizen organisations. 

 

 

10th June: Annual Assembly of the Association of European 

Regions for Products of origins 

The Association of European Regions for Products of origins hold the AREPO 2020 Annual 

Assembly in a plenary online platform Interaction. The meeting was entirely dedicated to 

the Statutory part. 
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17th June: SP3 Hydrogen Meeting 

This was organized by the WG for Hydrogen Ports, during the meeting participant 

explored potentials for cooperation sharing their projects and dynamics.  

 

 

25th of June: Fifth RegHub Workshop  

The 5th Reghub workshop was focus on debating the critical role of regional hubs in the 

future of Better Regulation.  
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09th July: EGTC Meeting with CoR 

Online bilateral meeting with the European Commission Policy Officer – European 

Grouping of Territorial Cooperation (EGTC) to debate the bureaucratic procedure for the 

EGCT establishment. 

 

 

3rd July: RICC Regional Initiative for Culture and Creativity 

The 3rd RIC meeting was an important opportunity for house, dialogue and support by 

European Commission. Topic discussed: NextGenerationEU, EU Recover, cohesion policy 

Europe for Culturalr regional development.  
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9th July: Innovation Procurement  

Innovation procurement is critical topic to achieve Eu Green Deal targets and enhance 

Alentejo competitive position in a Greener EU.  

 

 

 

9th October: CPMR Climate Task Force  

Debating the regional role for active role for Climate-neutrality the meeting was mainly 

focused on:  

• Short update on climate & energy key developments 

• Update on the Regions Act! initiative 

• Energy-related policy position 
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26th October: AREPO Meeting with PT Regions 

The Association of European Regions for Products of origins has organized a session for 

Portuguese agricultural stakeholders. A pleasure debating priorities for agriculture and to 

deviate relevance of CAP for Alentejo.  
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Events 
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Events 
15th January: Hydrogen for Climate Action  

The Fuel Cells Hydrogen Technologies organized a session to asses actions supporting 

large scale industrial development of green hydrogen Projects through an Important 

Projects of Common European Interest. 

 

 
 

16th of January: Science with society event 

The ‘Science with and for Society’ programme will be instrumental in addressing 

the European societal challenges tackled by Horizon 2020, building capacities 

and developing innovative ways of connecting science to society. It will make 

science more attractive (notably to young people), increase society's appetite 

for innovation, and open up further research and innovation activities. 
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21-23th January: Interreg Europe for 4th call projects Budapest  

Representatives of more than 70 Interreg Europe projects from our fourth call came 

together in Budapest on 21-23 January 2020 for finance, activity reporting, and 

communication seminars.  
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28th January: The Fuel Cells Hydrogen Technologies Joint 

Undertaking  
The FCHJU organized an info day session for following the launch of the 2020 Call for 

proposals, the FCH JU held its annual Info Day in Brussels on 27 January 2020.The 

Programme Office introduced the various call topics and presented the FCH2 JU rules 

and procedures 

 

 

 

 

30th January: Info Day of Promotion of Agricultural Products  

During the info days the 2020’s call for promoting agricultural products was launched, 

as well as, opportunities, practical’s tips and lesson learned were presented.  

 

  

https://www.fch.europa.eu/page/call-2020
https://www.fch.europa.eu/page/call-2020
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/euregionsweek?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXXjQ-ARUFRhCDMroWEn5kcNUWnN16GvNXQ8eREovYbXDDzjAqWBG7jzaa1XDthojDRu-zcuJu-7mzNfTJ1gLV32vyFWZKUy7MXtQuHzCUFIb29WLRzQ6cPNtpVXdOqohMDMkcIoLb2MI4nHHogqMfN&__tn__=*NK-R
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4th February: Hyvolution Paris 

Building on the development of the hydrogen industry and the event's success in previous 

years, HyVolution is expanding its scope this year to establish itself as "the France's leading 

hydrogen event for energy, industry and mobility". As such, it covers every field  of 

application and the entire hydrogen value chain. In this occasion, Alentejo was present 

as a partner of the European Hydrogen Valleys Partnership.  
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6th February: Smart Grids in the New programming Period 

The event provided evidence of the important role of transnational R&I networks to 

strengthen smart energy in Europe.  

 

18-19th February: Covenant of Mayors Investment Forum, Energy 

Efficiency Finance Market Place 

Last 18-19 February the 2020 edition of the Covenant of Mayors Investment Forum - 

Energy Efficiency Finance Market Place. The conference included plenary sessions with 

high-level representatives from Covenant of Mayors initiative, the investment community, 

showcase of successful projects.  
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4th March: The Future of Universities Event  

The “future of European Universities Event” was organized by ECIU, European Consortium 

of Innovative Universities. European Consortium of Innovative Universities is composed of 

the following  

 

 

8th March: JPI OCEANS BEYOND 2020: A STAKEHOLDER 

CONSULTATION FORUM 

This event was a crucial step towards the revision of the SRIA 2015-2020. The revised 

strategy will aim to provide a framework and direction allowing JPI Oceans to add value 

to national research and innovation efforts, to address European science and policy 

ambitions and to contribute to global marine and maritime agendas.  
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8th April: JPI Consultation Forum 

 

 

JPI Oceans beyond 2020: A stakeholder consultation forum 

8 April 2020 

To save our ocean we need to change our mindset.  The idea of chaining mind of people 

is one of the priorities of UNESCO and this will be done through Ocean Literacy approach. 

Ignorance is the main obstacle to our ocean. The world needs more care, more 

understanding, more literacy. Lack of cake and or ignorance to have led massive 

deterioration of the oceans. The past way of life and treating oceans was not sustainable. 

The new normal would be based on the integrated management ocean. The main goal 

is to have inspiring and engaged oceans and this will be achieved through literacy 

ocean approaches. We must “Open the door of ocean science to save the oceans”.   
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22nd April: BBI JU Virtual Info Day 2020 

The event presented BBI JU annual workplan. The plan follows the structure of the 

strategic innovation and research agenda. The actions addressing the topics will help 

implement important EU policies and initiative such as the European strategic long-term 

transition from a fossil to a sustainable bio-based economy, the need for circularity and 

industrial transformation, and the EU Bioeconomy Strategy. 

 

 

30th April: LIFE INFO DAY  

Life is one of the European programmes born 19932-2018 with a specific focus on the 

environment. More than 5000 projects in the fields of: nature and biodiversity, all other 

environmental sectors Climate action, governance and information. On 30 April 2020, 

the European Commission organised a Virtual Information Day on the 2020 LIFE call for 

project proposals. This year's EU LIFE Information Day informed about funding for green 

technology, nature protection and climate action, and covered significant changes to 

the programme compared to previous years. Due to the coronavirus outbreak, as a 

precautionary measure, the event was changed into a virtual conference this year.  
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08th May: Our Future Europe Event 

The 8th of May, the day of Europe, occurred the open ceremony of EUbyLakes, virtually 

hosted by Lake Alqueva. The region of Alentejo brought together more than 50 artists, 

from more than 10 different countries, and awarded 18 artworks, inspired by an entire 

month of online debates. EUbyLakes is a project funded by the Europe For Citizens 

Programme. It consists of six different seminars, to be held by six gorgeous European lakes, 

where artists from all over Europe debate on “Present, in the Future of Europe”, and 

create art in relation to these discussions. 

 

Such project was possible thanks to the collaboration of initiators Marcos Nogueira, 

representant of Alentejo in Brussels, and José Calixto, president of ADRAL. Once more, 

Alentejo is the protagonist of culturally relevant initiatives and is the promotor of important 

creative networks, developing at an international level. 

Reguengos de Monsaraz and its Lake Alqueva were the first to host the seminars. Later 

on, it will be up to the other European lakes to be the host: Lake d'Aiguebelette (France), 

Manzanares El Leal Municipality (Spain), Lake Kerkini (Greece), Lake d’Iseo (Italy) and 

Imatra Municipality (Finland). The organisation team had to come up with an inventive 

solution, in order to make the artist residency happen. In such uncertain times, where 

even gathering three people in the same room is hazardous and travel is not 

recommended, the whole concept of getting together a stimulating, international group 

of artists was at stake.  
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Moving the discussion online was necessary, but it did not undermine the project. On the 

contrary, it stimulated additional discussions outside of the six debates: the exchange of 

various artistic projects and points of view flourished on the EUbyLakes social media group 

and reinforced collaboration amongst the virtual resident artists. 

 

EUbyLakes was not only successful because of the active presence of international 

participants during the online discussions, but also because of the artistic production that 

followed: more than 70 artworks were submitted and voted by the participants.  

 

On the Award Ceremony, occurred on the 6th of June, 18 artworks were awarded a cash 

prize. It was greatly important to recognise the virtual resident artists and their talent, 

especially in a moment when culture has an unprecedented relevance and, at the same 

time, is in danger.  
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12th May: RICC Webinar 

EU funding opportunities were discussed together with Covid-19 best practice on cultural 

and creative sectors, and possible topic to organize the European Week of Regions and 

citie/Side event. The European Council meeting on 19 June, there is a need to double 

the budget of Creative Europe to 2,6 billion euros, as the core programme for reinforcing 

European cultural cooperation. (#Double4Culture) and make sure that the additional 

funds stemming from the Next Generation EU initiative, such as REACT-EU, reach cultural 

operators.  

 
 

26th May: ERRIN Tourism Event 

The webinar was focus on different support measures for the CCI sector in times of 

COVID-19, the impact of the crisis on CCI and will contemplate on the future of the 

sector. The Alentejo Regional Representative to the EU Mr. Marcos Nogueira provided an 

overview of the state of the art of CCI in Alentejo in relation to the COVID-19 crisis.  

  



 

54 | 80 

3rd June: The EU response to the coronavirus crisis  

The European Commission is coordinating a common European response to the 

coronavirus outbreak. During the evet the elements of the response were presented:  

• Health and emergency response  

• Economic response 

• Research and funding 

• Coordinated exit 
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08th June: UN Ocean Conference 

Glad of sharing information for protecting earth’s most vital resource on Ocean Literacy 

Summit. This was a happy World Ocean Day! Thanks, UNESCO, for organising! 

 

 

09th June: EU Let’s Cooperate 

European Commissioner for Cohesion and Reforms, Elisa Ferreira at EU Let’s Cooperate 

2020: “More than ever, we need solidarity and cooperation. The crisis reminded us that 

we must work together to respond to the immediate crisis, repair economy and promote 

long term recovery. Cohesion Policy will play a key role, will be first was of support Europe 

Cooperates.  
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10th June: Data Sharing in the Agriculture 

The event was focus on the European strategy of data and particularly on the potential 

of sharing data under the sector of agriculture. Digital technologies should provide clear 

benefits for the farmer in the form of simplification, smarter regulation (e.g., friendly 

innovation regulation), access to data & services (e.g., soils maps, records), anticipate 

payments, and incentives to use new technologies. 

 

 

12th June: CIRCLE MED 

CIRCLE Med second online debate “Is COVID-19, our chance for Cleaner Energy and 

Climate Neutrality?” ...Interesting thoughts and perspective. Happy to meet our 

colleagues and counterparts on-line! 
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18th June: Driving Urban Transitions to a Sustainable Future 

JP is preparing the partnership in collaboration with EC. Cities should step up to tackle 

climate and biodiversity challenges to avoid disaster.  Cities should take their 

responsibility and drive the Green transition stated in the New Green Deal. R&I should 

assist city to deploy the transition. The concept beyond the partnership is to joint forces 

and resources to share experiences and best practices. The overall aim is to:  Do more, 

share more to speed up the transformation.  
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15th June: FAO Forum of Agriculture 

The 2020’s edition of FAO Forum took place on-line. the main takeaway is that the new 

era, the way forward: is eco farming.  

 

 

2nd July: Mission Healthy Oceans, Coastal and Inland Water  

Organized by the Blue Growth ERRIN Working Group Leader, the meeting was focus on 

the current state of the European research and innovation mission area on healthy 

oceans, seas, coastal and inland waters will be an integral part of Horizon Europe.  
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8th July: Launch of Clean Hydrogen Alliance  

Frans Timmermas, Executive Vice-President for the European Green Deal: the clean 

Hydrogen will be the key driver for Climate Neutral Europe.  
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2nd September: CITIES DESIGN & INNOVATION KIC FOR 

CUCLTURAL AND CREATIVE INDUSTRY 

Cultural and creative sectors in Europe are gaining more and more visibility. Cultural and 

Creative Industries (CCI) can bring a horizontal solution to an array of rising challenges 

which can be addressed through research and innovation activities. These challenges 

can be grouped as follows: 1) Europeans' creativity, cultural diversity and values; 2) 

European identity and cohesion; 3) European employment, economic resilience, and 

smart growth; and 4) Europe as a global act. Moreover, it must be mentioned that the 

topic of cultural tourism covers the 40% of all sectors. As a result of the pandemics, cultural 

sector was the hardest sector that was hit by Covid 19, a new EU Campaign has been 

launched “The Europe culture goes to you!”  
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8th September: Brussels Economic Forum  

Digital event for the Brussels Economic Forum 2020. The Forum was mainly focused on the 

way forward to restating the EU economy after Coronavirus.  

 

 

10th September: Webinar on the Just Transition Mechanism  

As a result of the pandemic as well as the negotiation disagreement on climate neutrality 

the Commission’s President Ursula von der Leyen make just transition a political priority by 

incorporating a New Transition Mechanism as a part of the European Green Deal. The 

transition plan can be used to make sure that the regions and communities became 

more resilient to future crises. The Mechanism consists of three pillars of financing:  

- The Just Transition Fund1 

- Invest EU (a dedicated just transition scheme)  

- EIB Public sector loan facility  

 

 
1 Just Transition Fund, proposed on 14 January 2020 and strengthened by the 27 May 

Recovery Package  
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22-24th September: European Research and Innovation Days  

The event aimed at bringing together policymakers, researchers, entrepreneurs and 

citizens to debate and shape the future of research and innovation in Europe and 

beyond. At the European Research and Innovation Days, high-level independent experts 

presented their proposals to the European Commission for possible EU missions on some 

of our most pressing societal challenges. 
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23rd September: City Climate Finance Gap Fund launch event 

The 23rd September 2020 the Ministers and directors of the governments of Germany and 

Luxemburg together with the World Bank, European Investment Bank and Global 

Covenant of Mayors. launched the City Climate Gap Fund. Cities are key to unlocking a 

better climate future for all, accounting for about 70% of global energy-related CO2 

emissions. Amid rapid urbanization especially in developing countries and emerging 

markets, climate-smart cities are core to meeting global and national climate objectives, 

including the Paris Agreement. The City Climate Finance Gap Fund ("Gap Fund") will help 

guide climate-smart investments and programs with the goal of attracting more 

financing and support for implementation. 

 

 

 

25th September: Financing Innovative Teach Virtual Conference  

The innovation fund was launched to bring those technology for the market that we 

needed in 2050 for Climate neutral Europe. If you have a disruptive clean tech and you 

want to scale it up to commercial size, you have to access the Innovation Fund.  
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12th October: Youth4Ocean Forum  

Working with the Youth4Ocean and all participants for a better ocean’s future. Glad for 

having participated. The ocean has always provided us with plentiful resources, and 

many populations around the world depend on it for food and livelihood. While these 

resources are under an increasing amount of stress, it seems also possible to solve present 

and future social challenges such as food security and job opportunities by using marine 

resources sustainably. 
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5-22th October: 18th European Week of the Region and Cities  

 

 

In 2020, the 18th edition of the European Week of Regions and Cities (#EURegionsWeek) 

took shape in a new fully digital format. The agenda featured 500+ sessions spread over 

three weeks (5-22 October). Each of the three weeks focused on a different topic: 

➢ 5-9 October: Empowering Citizens 

➢ 12-16 October: empowering Citizens 

➢ 19-22 October: Green Europe (in cooperation with the Green Week) 
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15th October: ERRIN and RICC side Event on Skills reforms 

Skills reform and partnership for smart CCI sector was the topic of the join RICC and ERRIN 

event under the #EURegions Week. The Permanent Representative of Alentejo to the EU, 

give a pitch about the regional strategy and ambition on the CCI sector.  
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19th October: Side event- Alentejo EU Green Deal Alentejo EU 

Green Deal 

Alentejo Regional Green Deal has been 

developed to guarantee the region is directly 

involved in the implementation of the numerous 

initiatives under the EU Green Deal with a clear 

local strategy. The strategy, based on the main 

SP3 pillars, is founded on the use of R&I to kick-start 

the environmental, social, and economic 

transformations required for a green transition. 

The event was open for debate with all the EU 

Regions having the Green Deal objectives 

embedded into their regional strategy. Among 

the keynote speaker, Maria da Graça Carvalho, 

PPE, Member of the European Parliament, Myriam 

Boveda, European Commission, DG REGIO, Team 

Leader Sustainable Growth, Martin Kern, EIT, 

Director 16:45 Pirita Lindholm, ERRIN European 

Regions Research and Innovation Network, Mikel 

Irujo Amezaga, Government of Navarre, Spain, 

Director-General of Foreign Action, Delegate in Brussels, Teresa Pinto Correia, University 

of Évora- MED – Institute, Director, Ana Costa Freitas, University of Évora, Rector.  
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23rd October: Portugal Air summit  

Portugal Air Summit is organised annually since 2017. In 2019 the air summit had an 

audience of 35.000 participants being the largest event of the kind in Iberian Peninsula. 

Air Summit speakers are governments, airlines, industry and funding authorities at  CEO or 

ministerial level namely from Portuguese speaking countries which represent 12% of 

world’s passenger traffic. Although, the 2020 Air Summit features a Hydrogen Innovation 

session under hybrid format., the summit was a big success.  
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27th October: What Future for the Blue Economy? 

The European Commission is in the process of shaping a new comprehensive approach 

to the blue economy. In this webinar representatives of regions, clusters and NGOs as 

well as scientists and finance experts presented their outlook on challenges to tackle and 

opportunities to grab towards a sustainable blue economy. There is a great awareness 

that we must develop a new approach for oceans and seas and this must be part of our 

efforts to save the planet. “There is not green without blue”. For achieving this we need 

a multitude of ideas, behavioural changes, entrepreneurial solutions and technologies to 

be developed and implemented also through the EU funding and financial capacity.  In 

this respect, the use of maritime and fishery funds, Horizon Europe and the recovery and 

resilience fund is to be considered. We have to make the pandemic a further trigger for 

our ‘green and blue goals’ and not a braking force.  
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9-10th November: Conference on EGTC 

 
For several decades now, cross-border territories have been described as “laboratories 

of European integration”, Recent developments in cross-border areas have showed their 

leading role in European integration. This edition of the Borders Forum was a special 

meeting place for local, national and European cross-border stakeholders, a place for 

debating the daily challenges, obstacles and projects of these European territories at a 

time of a renewed ambition for Europe. 
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6th November:  Past, Present and Future of the Interreg MED 

Programme and governance in the Mediterranean 

The e-conference was an occasion to learn lessons from the Programme governance 

approach; to reflect on replicating or adapting our model of cooperation and 

capitalisation to respond to the new Mediterranean challenges; but also, to see how the 

results of the thematic projects could be better valued and better used in the future 

period.  
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18th November: Digital Transportation Day  
 

The European Commission, in cooperation with the German Presidency of the Council of 

the European Union, held the Digital Transport Days 2020 on 18 November in digital 

format. The conference addressed new mobility challenges and the European vision of 

digitalisation for transport and mobility. It discussed in particular to what extent the 

COVID-19 pandemic has affected transport and mobility, and how digitalisation can 

contribute to recovery and a return to a ‘new normal’ life. Views were also exchanged 

on the contribution of digitalisation to the EU Green deal, to TEN-T networks and to the 

further development of the European mobility data space. 

 

 
 

24th November: Interreg Advocacy Training  
 

Organized by the Joint Secreteriat of the INTERREG MED programme the “Advocacy and 

Lobbying” and was held online through Zoom platform, while 105 participants joined the 

meeting. The online event was facilitated by Mr. Paulo Emerenciano, communication 

officer of the Interreg MED programme and Mrs. Mercedes Acitores, capitalisation officer, 

Interact Programme.  
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24th November: Implementing FOOD 2030 to future-proof Europe's 

food systems through research and innovation 

The conference intends to broaden the understanding and importance of food system 

transformation and help different stakeholders engage to accomplish the 

transformation. In this two-day virtual conference, you get the chance to learn about the 

systems approach to food system transformation and gain practical tools and solutions 

developed by FIT4FOOD2030 to support responsible research and innovation in food 

system transformation, which will help you to have an impact on the challenges our food 

systems currently face within the local, national or European context. 
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25th November: ERRIN EU-Design Days  

This year edition was focus on Social Dimension of Co-creation and Civic Engagement. 

In addition to interesting interventions from regions across Europe, interactive panel 

discussions and thematic workshops, this event was also a good opportunity get an 

opportunity to hear presentations from the European Commission on the upcoming 

funding for the CCI sector. 

 

 
 

The event was an initiative of the ERRIN Design & Creativity Working Group, which aims 

at promoting design and creativity as tools for innovation. We present it as a relevant 

approach to tackle different (societal) challenges, showcase the importance of 

innovative creative solutions through practical examples, create a strong and vital 

community among our stakeholders and shape opportunities for working group members 

to develop their project proposals. Furthermore, we would like to stimulate the 

cooperation with the different Directorate Generals of the European Commission and 

the European Parliament.   
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 Consultations 
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Consultations 
 

As mentioned, one of the missions of the Alentejo European Office is to coordinate efforts, 

promote synergies while representing Alentejo Region through a constant dialogue with 

the European institutions. Following this direction, the Alentejo EU office took part in 

several Public Consultations mainly published by the European Commission. This was a 

key instrument used to achieve the advocacy objective of having Alentejo priorities and 

opinions present in the European Commission’ record. Doing so, Alentejo EU office 

actively contributed to the wide policy debate on key European thematic areas.  

 

 The consultation answered focused on the following topics:  

 

• 2014/24/EU Directive, Consultation on Public Procurement; 

• 2016/2284/EU Directive, Air Quality Consultation; 

• 2011/24/EU Directive, Cross border Healthcare; 

• 2012 SGEI Package, State Aid; 

• Consultation on Common Agricultural Policy, CAP;  

• Have your say on the next generation of ambitious research and 

innovation partnerships; 

 

• European Commission Kicks off major EU trade policy review; 

• Establishment of a European system for the recognition and protection of 

non-agricultural GIs; 

 

• Alentejo EU, with the DCRN network, provided feedback to the public 

consultation “Demographic change in Europe - green paper on aging” 

and, hence, contributes to a wide policy debate on the impact of 

demographic change on European regions. 
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2020 In Numbers 

 

In the period between January 2020 and December 2020, the following numbers were 

achieved:  
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An outlook for the future 
 

The 2021 comes along with the start of the new EU financial framework that will develop 

new initiatives, programmes and actions: A special attention will be dedicated to the 

Horizon Europe and the Just Transition Mechanism.  

Alentejo Europe Initiative for the 2021 will continue to reinforce the specific objectives of 

the past year, continuing to reinforce the number of potential opportunities under 

interregional European cooperation, namely under the new research and innovation 

programme, but not only. To this extent, looking ahead, the 2021’s actives will have a 

clear focus on:  

 

- Constant Dialogue with the main European institutions;  

- Policy and funding monitoring and organization of events and meetings in the Office 

and outside, about matters of special interest to the region; 

 

- Advisory to the representatives of Alentejo society while traveling to Brussels and offer 

of its facilities;  

 

- Technical assistance for project proposal preparation;  

- Strategic Liaising with other European regions, municipalities and European Network 

with representation in Brussels; 

 

- Participation in European regions networks in which Alentejo takes part and 

attendance to forums organized in Brussels which are considered relevant for the 

regions.   
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